Published By 


Che Old Old Timers Clk 


JUNE-JULY, 1968 VOL. 8, NO. 3 


"DEVILS LAKE 


ORTH D 


Here is Bert Wick, KGSOE, OOTC #193, Devils Lake, North Dakota ) 
pictured at his modern rig today which is in sharp contrast to his 


pre-World War | layout in upper right hand corner. (See The Pipeline, 
Page 19.) 


THE MAGAZINE OF THE WIRELESS PIONEERS 


Spark Gap Times 


Officers and Directors 


President 
Raymond F. Guy, W4AZ 
2320 N.E. 34th Court 
Lighthouse Point, Fla. 33064 


First Vice-President 

Fred J. Elser, W6FB 

1189 Tamarisk Road 
Palm Springs, Calif. 92262 


| Vice-President-Secy. Treas. 

| T. Frank Smith, Sr., W5VA/W5AI 
P. O. Box 840 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78403 


Vice-President For Publications 


Fred C. Crowell, Jr., W9MIB_ { 
131 W. Main St., P. O. Box 1164 
Louisville, Kentucky 40201 


* 


* * 


Walter S. Rogers, W1DFS 
24 Orient Avenue 
Melrose, Mass. 92176 


Edward G. Raser, W2Z] 
19 Blackwood Drive 
Trenton, N. J. 08628 


Thomas Appleby, W3AX 
5415 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20015 


Walter M. Hammond, W5BN 
122 Alden Place 
New Orleans, La.70119 


Lawrence 8. Linville, W7DH 
6208 S.W. 47th Place 
Portland, Ore. 97221 


Andrew L. Shafer, W8TE 
315 North Adams St. 
New Carlisle, Ohio 45344 


G. Lane Eldred, W9SG 
318 Hillerest Ave. 
Hinsdale, Ill. 60521 


W. E. Wylie, WAQ@APB 
P. O. Box 102 
Sweet Springs, Mo. 65351 


CONTENTS | 


JUNE-JULY, 1968 VOL. 8, NO. 3 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ..............cececeees 4 
By Raymond F. Guy, W4AZ 

THE GRANDFATHER CLAUSE.............. ) 
OOTC’s Official Position 

THE DEBACLE. OF 753°" ..........):.0.es0 ieee 8 


A Bit of OOTC History 
By Bert Ingalls, WINQ 


THE PIPELINE Sb. ii.) isc ee 10 
By William McKee, Jr., W1KC 

THE BIRTH OF THE OHMMETER .......... 11 
By Harry W. Dreyer, K4HEN 

WHO’S ON FIRST? — A SAGA 
OF THE. SEA ...00..5).0.. soe 12 || 
By Joe Spatafore, K6ER 

MEMBERSHIP_DRIVE ......<:..00..c0sse pee 14 
Introducing The New Yellow Sheet : 

OOTC MEMBER PROFILE............40ae 17 | 
Biography of Gen. Hollingsworth | 

Franklin Gregory, W5KW 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.....0 2). eee 21 
EDITORIAL COMMENT .........:..:csecseeeteme Ze |i 


By Fred C. Crowell, Jr., W9IMIB 


SPARK GAP TIMES is the official publication of 
the Old Old Timers Club, Inc. Published bi-monthly) 
on the first day of every other month (Feb., Apr.,, 
June, Aug., Oct., Dec.) $.50 per copy; $3.00 one 
year; dual addresses, add $1.00 to annual subscrip-’ 
tion price. Life subscriptions $25.00 (members only). 
Remit for new and renewal subscriptions to the) 
Secretary-Treasurer, P. O. Box 840, Corpus Christi, | 
Texas 78408. | 


All correspondence concerning editorial, advertising’ 
or circulation matters should be directed to Spark. 
Gap Times, P. O. Box 1164, Louisville, Ky. 40201. 


SPARK GAP TEMES 


On stream in Spring of 1967 in Trenton, Georgia, an ultra-modern 
facility for production of magnet wire and other specialty wires, 
marking a major addition to Hudson’s capacity for products of... 

Uncompromising Quality. 


HUDSON WIRE COMPANY 
CENTRAL SALES OFFICES / OSSINING, NEW YORK e (914) 941-8500 


JUNE-JULY, 1968 3 


Fellow members: 

When I addressed you in the last issue 
of SGT I outlined a plan for a member- 
ship drive. Since then the yellow sheet 
has been completed and 10,000 copies 
printed. I have asked Fred Crowell to 
send each member 3 copies with this 
issue of SGT. I urge your cooperation 
in making use of them to bring in new 
members from those of your friends 
and associates who are qualified. These 
sheets are designed to minimize the ef- 
fort required on your part in solicitation. 
If you don’t do anything else, please at 
least hand or mail them to potential 
members. More copies are available from 
Frank Smith. I also addressed a letter 
to each regional director, with 300 copies 
of the yellow sheet, and have asked Fred 
Crowell to reproduce it in SGT so you 
may all be familiar with the plan to 
organize a drive in each district, and 
cover the whole country like wallpaper. 


GRANDFATHER CLAUSE 


For three months I- have been work- 
ing on this and have done what I had to 
do, regretfully, because I knew many 
of our members would be unhappy, if they 
did not understand the reasons for my 
recommendation that the OOTC policy be 
to take no actin. Your officers feel that 
it is very important that each member 
have the presentation I made to the 
board and I have therefore asked Fred 
Crowell to reproduce it in this issue of 
SGT. The board has followed my recom- 
mendation. This issue has been faced 
and resolved, and I urge that all mem- 
bers accept the decision in good spirit. 


CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 


The OOTC could get along for long 
periods without a president and vice 
president. But not without strong, ex- 
perienced and dedicated persons function- 
ing as Executive Secretary and Editor. 
The stature and responsibilities of these 
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OOTC President Ray Guy, W4AZ, 
in conference with SGT Editor, Fred 
C. Crowell, Jr., W9MIB, at Ray’s Flor- 
ida QTH in April. 


offices warrant more adequate recogni- 
tion and I therefore recommended that 
the constitution be amended to make 
them respectively Vice President and 
Executive Secretary, and Vice President 
for Publications. I also recommended 
that the Vice President be changed to 
First Vice President, to be consistent. 
The board approved and the present 
encumbents were confirmed with the 
new titles. 

Article V, paragraph 2, specified a 
list of appointed officers, some of which 
do not now exist. This needed updating 
because it was too restrictive, and ob- 
solete, and left much to be desired. The 
board approved a broader and less spe- 
cific wording to meet current and future 
conditions. 


THE BLUE BOOK 


I have been working with Eunice 
Thompson and Rob Roy on the Blue 
Book and am happy to announce that 
shipments will start late in July and 


continue to completion not long there- 


after. Members may be interested in the 
magnitude of the job these old friends 
have been doing. For example, the bio- 
graphies must be limited to 125-150 
words. Rob Roy has had to tackle stacks 
of biographies running up to four pages 
and laboriously edit them down to solid 
meat, a horrendous task. Edition 2 in- 
volves the preparation of 118 sheets of 
photos and bios, making a total of 
135,000 sheets to be printed, sorted, 
bound, packaged, addressed, and mailed! 
Since the sheets are printed on both 
sides, there are 261,000 pages, over aton 
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of paper! 


WIRELESS HALL OF FAME 


Andy Shafer, 8th district director, 
proposed that the OOTC establish a 
WIRELESS HALL OF FAME and sub- 
mitted a format for a sample of the 
specifications. The officers were all in 
favor. Andy was appointed chairman of 
the project, and will whip it into shape 
for comment. When in final form it will 
be submitted to the board for adoption, 
_and Andy will be appointed CURATOR 
as soon as the board acts. 


NOTIFICATION OF NEW MEMBERS 


Under a new routine the VP and Exec. 
Sec. will notify all directors of all new 
member admissions. This will be helpful 
in several ways, one of which is to keep 
tabs on new admissions brought in from 
the membership drive in each district. 


WIRELESS PIONEERS 
OF THE SEVEN SEAS 


This is a new organization being form- 
ed on the west coast. Fred Elser and 
I have been in communication with the 
object of getting them to join the OOTC, 
perhaps as a special chapter, instead of 
starting a new splinter group having a 
large number of members in common 
with us. 


FOREIGN CHAPTERS 


I have followed up efforts by Frank 
Smith and Fred Crowell to get OOTC 
chapters formed in Mexico, Australia 
and Argentina. As an incentive, it is pro- 
posed to appoint an Honorary Director 
in each country, as provided under our 
C and BL, and our contacts were told 
of the probability that we would do so. 


Cordial 73 


a, 


W4AZ 
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OOTC's Position on... 
THE 
GRANDFATHER 
CLAUSE 


As Presented to the OOTC Board 
By Raymond F. Guy, WLAZ, 
OOTC Pre side nt 


(Following is the letter transmitted 
by OOTC President Ray Guy, W4AZ, 
on April 21 to the Board of Directors. 
The Board was at the same time asked 
to vote on the recommendations (Cor- 
porate Action #6, covered elsewhere 
m this issue of Spark Gap Times). The 
letter 1s being published so that every 
OOTC member will be fully acquainted 
with the details of this controversial 
stuatwon; with the thinking of the OOTC 
Admmstration, and with the reasoning 
behind the recommendations made and 
adopted. — Ed.) 


TO: The Board of Directors 
SUBJECT: GRANDFATHER CLAUSE 


Gentlemen: 

In my first PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
in the February-March issue of Spark 
Gap Times I wrote the following para- 
graph: 

‘As this is being written to meet 
the Editor’s deadline for the February 
issue of SGT, I have been in office only 
a few days. But a concerted effort is 
being made quickly to become familiar 
in detail with membership problems as 
yet unresolved. One about which more 
information is required by me is the 
Grandfather Clause. Shortly I will ask 
the Executive Secretary and the Editor 
to send me all letters received from 
members on this subject, and I hereby 
urgently request every other member 
who has strong views, pro or con, and 
who has not already expressed them 
clearly and in detail to write them to 
me. To be meaningful and useful they 
must provide full information on the 
circumstances and why specifically the 
writer feels that the present rules are 
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unreasonable and unfair to his particu- 
lar case, if he does. It is not my wish 
to wait two months for the April SGT 
but to move in on this subject immediate- 
ly. If your letters justify a petition for 
a change in the FCC rules, or some 
other action, the sooner it is done the 
better. Letters both pro and con are de- 
sired. After analyzing the correspondence 
I will promptly submit my proposed ac- 
tion of disposition of the matter to the 
Board of Directors for their considera- 
tion, and you will be advised of the out- 
come.”’ 

Since ample time has been provided 
for the receipt of letters I now and 
hereby submit my recommendation to you 
for your consideration and action with 
respect to the policy that I feel we 
should adopt, and the reasons for it. 


FCC PROCEDURES 


The FCC has established democratic 
procedures to cover requested changes 
in the rules. The applicant submits a 
petition specifying the requested change 
and a full exposition for the reasons for 
it, the claimed benefits to be derived, 
the supposed hardships which prompted 
it, ete. This petition would normally be 
assigned an FCC docket number and 
circulated to all FCC divisions for such 
examination and study as is appropriate, 
legal, engineering, etc. Thereafter the 
Commission may, if it wishes, hold a pub- 
lic hearing with notices to all parties 
in interest. Our witnesses would certainly 
be subjected to cross examination by some 
of the most skilled lawyers in the Com- 
mission, to bring out all the facts for 
the record. Thereafter, the hearing 
Examiner would submit his findings and 
recommendation to the Commission, 
which might or might not follow his 
recommendation in making their decision. 

Gentlemen, what would you say in 
answer to the following questions? 

1. Does the lack of an EXTRA class 
license deprive any amateur of the right 
to enjoy his hobby? 

2. Do you oppose the principle of IN- 
CENTIVE LICENSING to reward ama- 
teurs for improving their code profi- 
ciency and technical knowledge? 

3. Since the examination questions 
eliminated radar, TV and other spe- 
cialized areas not necessarily involving 
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amateur radio, do you feel that any 
amateur wishing to have the distinction 
of having an EXTRA class license, could 
not meet the required examination with 
reasonable preparation? 

4. Does not your petition in effect ask 
that every member of the OOTC holding 
the specified lower license, be given an 
EXTRA license without any indication 
that he is qualified? 

5. Do you not feel that every holder 
of an EXTRA class license would con- 
sider his license cheapened, had far 
less meaning, was no longer something 
to be proud of, if say 800 members 
of the OOTC were grandfathered in be- 
cause 40 years was not for them a suf- 
ficiently long period to acquire technical 
competence? 

6. If 40 years was not long enough, 
how many years do you think would be 
required to attain the competence? 60? 
100? 

7. Do you think that grandfathering 
in OOTC members, with 40 or more 
years of experience, nearly 1,000 of them, 
because in all that time they weren’t 
sufficiently interested to improve their 
competence and get a license, is in any 
way consistent with the pride you have 
in the OOTC, or with your public image? 
Do you really feel that OOTC is the — 
‘bestest with the mostest’’? Do you 
feel that this petition is consistent with 
an organization of pioneers, presumably 
proud of having the ‘‘bestest and most-_ 
est?”’ 

8. Do you feel the lower class license 
holders are deprived of any significant 
amount of frequency space? If not, where 
is the hardship? 

9. Do you feel that the EXTRA class 
license is something to be highly prized 
and cherished? If you do will you please 
give your opinion as to why, about a 
year ago, only one out of every fifty- 
five licensed amateurs had an EXTRA 
class license? | 

10. As you know, our government 
fosters amateur radio, encourages it, 
fights diligently in treaty-making con- 
ferences to hold and protect their fre- 
quencies for them, for one reason to 
create a vast reservoir of technically 
competent amateurs who they can de- 
pend upon in times of national crisis, — 
war. Do you think it is in the national 
interest to encourage them to improve 
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their technical competence by incentive 
licensing, the creation of the EXTRA 
class license? If so, how can you recon- 
cile this with your petition to avoid the 
stated objectives? 

11. Do you feel that amateur radio 
is a great and priceless privilege which 
is yours to enjoy because your govern- 
ment fights your battles in the jungles 
of the international treaty making con- 
ventions? Do you think your govern- 
ment for some reason OWES you a free 
EXTRA class license and if so, explain 
in detail, or anything else. Who owes 
who? 

12. This petition is a request, really, 
for special privileges for your particular 
group. Is there any more merit to this 
than to the principle that after X years 
every NOVICE would be grandfathered 
into TECHNICIAN, after every Y years 
TECHNICIAN would be grandfathered 
into GENERAL, and that after every Z 
years GENERAL would be grandfather- 
ed into ADVANCED? (l actually received 
one letter advocating that grandfather- 
ing apply to move into ADVANCED 
class and not apply to EXTRA!) 

13. Do you not feel that the members 
of the OOTC that you represent are moti- 
vated overwhelmingly by the pride and 
satisfaction they would derive from hav- 
ing the EXTRA class license to display, 
and not by any special operating privi- 
leges or rights derived? If so how much 
pride and satisfaction would there be if 
they and thousands of others easily ob- 
tained such certificates of outstanding 
skill without actually having such skill? 

14. For many years most amateurs 
have purchased sophisticated transmit- 
ter-receiver combinations, on the choicest 
bands have connected them to factory- 
built antennas through factory built co- 
axial transmission lines, and by passing 
a simple examination were given an 
almost unlimited license to use the price- 
less spectrum space kept intact for them 
against the onslaughts, the maneuver- 
ing and the power plays in the jungles 
of the international treaty-making con- 
ventions. Their enjoyment of their hobby 
has been made very easy for them and 
there has been limited incentive to qualify 
for advanced licenses such as the EXTRA, 
as evidenced by the fact that only one 
out of every fifty-five did so. If you feel 
that an incentive to improve their skills 
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is desirable in the interest of national 
defense, and the defense of the ama- 
teur frequencies, would not this desir- 
able objective be defeated by issuing 
thousands of advanced licenses to per- 
sons who have not done so. Do you feel 
that it is appropriate and consistent that 
this be advocated by the OOTC, with a 
40 year admission requirement, and a pub- 
lic image as the very cream of the crop 
in amateur radio? 


WOULD A PETITION HAVE A 
REASONABLE CHANCE? 


I must express Some opinions, and men- 
tion the following only to offer some 
substantiation for them. 

I covered the Washington beat as an 
RCA-NBC expert engineering witness 
before the FCC, State Dept. committees, 
national defense groups almost count- 
less over a period of 35 years, and about 
eights years ago was being considered 
by the White House for Presidential 
appointment as an FCC commissioner. 
I was with US delegations at interna- 
tional treaty-making conventions one or 
more times at Havana, Montreal, Mexi- 
co City and Atlantic City, and was as- 
signed important studies in preparation 
for them. One of my responsibilities at 
NBC was direct supervision of a staff 
of frequency-allocation experts number- 
ing at times over 20 people. I was a 
member of the RMA-IRE committee of 
experts serving the industry and the 
government in studies of spectrum uti- 
lization and was chairman of dozens 
of committees of the FCC, industry, Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters, TV Broad- 
easters Assn., etc., too numerous to 
remember. I was a consultant to the 
Govts of the US and South Vietnam, 
laid out a national broadcasting net- 
work there, and established a staff to 
build it. I was consultant to the Govts 
of the US and Morroco and laid out 
both a national TV network and a com- 
mon carrier and TV microwave system 
there. 

1. In my opinion a petition to change 
the grandfather clause as proposed by 
a minority of our members would be 
fruitless because no amateur would be 
deprived of the enjoyment of his hobby, 


(Continued on Page 9) 
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A Bet of Clik History 


THE DEBACLE 


OF 


ec 


As Recounted by BERT INGALLS, W1NQ, ‘“‘Honorable Founder’’, OOTC #1 


It all started during the 165th OOTC 
roundtable on April 30, 1953. In those 
early days all official Club business was 
conducted over the air at the regular 
Thursday evening OOTC get-together on 
3990 ke. As many as 80% of the entire 
membership used to attend these meet- 
ings, and each one was a gala occasion, 
swapping sea-going yarns, and exchang- 
ing wireless stories before the pre-licens- 
ing days of 1912. Most of the OLD 
GUARD have already passed thru the 
Pearly Gates and gone to their much 
earned reward. 

During this 165th roundtable, Irving 
Vermilya, W1ZE, made a motion to 
segregate SSB stations and directed the 
Club’s Secretary, WI1NQ, to forward 
same to the FCC at Washington, D.C. 

It was customary to close down these 
roundtables during the hot summer 
months; as they usually ceased with the 
advent of daylight saving time and came 
back on the air with the return of stand- 
ard time. This 165th roundtable on April 
30, 1953 was the last of the season. For 
the rest of that spring and all through 
the summer, brickbats began arriving at 
Nottingham, N.H., directed at W1INQ, 
in ever increasing numbers. One would 
think that it was his motion instead of 
that of WIZE. 

George Sterling, W3DF, immediately 
sent in his resignation as President of 
the OOTC. He also requested that his 
name be removed from the roster as 
a Club member. 

Vice Pres. Charles Ellsworth, W2TQ, 
suggested changing the name of the 
Club to**‘Pioneers of Wireless’’ in order 
to entice W3DF back into the Club. 

At the first Fall roundtable, the 166th, 
WIZE started to make another motion 
for the Club’s Secretary to forward 
to the FCC. W1NQ immediately made a 
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transmission, stating that he was all 
through being a guinea pig for W1ZE, 
that hereafter he would have to for- 
ward his own resolutions to the FCC. 
Roland Bourne, WILANA, who had not 
yet checked into the roundtable, un- 
ceremoniously broke in and said: ‘‘W1NQ 
should be impeached if he does not do 
what he is told.”’ 

A short time later, Roland Bourne, 
in company with Irving Vermilya, trav- 
elled to Providence, R.I. to keep a din- 
ner engagement with Pere Mahoney, 
WI1TN, for, the ostensible purpose of 
signing the OOTC incorporation papers. 
Of course, the Club Secretary was not 
invited to attend this meeting as he 
was about to be discredited and im- 
peached. | 

A few days later the following for- 
midable looking document was mailed 
out to all Club members together with — 
a letter from Newt Kraus, WI1BCR: 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Washington Federal Communications 
District of Columbia Commission 

PETITION 
Whereas, under date of May 2, 1958, 
from R.F.D. Epping, New Hampshire, 
over the signature of Hubert E. In- 
galls, WINQ, Secretary and Treasurer 


of the OOTC (Old Old Timers Club), 


there was filed with your Honorable 

Commission a certain communication in 

the nature of a petition which sounded 

as follows: Viz; that is to say: 
R.F.D. Epping, N. H. 
May 2, 1953 

Federal Communication Commission 

Washington, D.C. 


Gentlemen: 
Last Thursday evening at the regular 
weekly roundtable of the Old Old Tim- 
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ers Club on 3990 ke, Irving Vermilya, 
W1ZE, of Cape Cod, Mass. made the 
following motion: 

That the Old Old Timers petition your 
Commission to apportion the single side 
band stations their own frequency or 
space in the 75 meter phone band. Due 
to the fact that the single side band 
transmission is not compatible with AM 
transmission. 

During a recent survey of C.Q. Maga- 
zine, it was found that the ratio of SSB 
stations to AM stations was one fiftieth 
of one percent, and it is therefore re- 
quested that this ratio be borne in mind, 
when allotting space to the SSB sta- 
tions, where no CW or AM operation 
should be permitted. 

This motion was seconded and unan- 
imously carried by the entire round- 
table, which consisted of the following 
stations: W1ZE — WINQ — W2GN — 
W ie hie V3 ke W27ZM —WIDES 
Ne ba V2G 1 Be—-W1U LG 
W200 W2EQ — WIM — WITOL 
ay GY ey WLK AS.) WIBCR: — 
W2JXH — W2ZI — W2FG — K2Bx — 
W2AA0 — W38PL— W20US — W2WWG 
yy Chie W2Wxe— WSGKIN, 1a —— 
W1AJL — W2JN — W2RBH — WIED. 

I have been directed by the Board of 
Directors of the Old Old Timers Club, 
to formally present this petition before 
your Commission, firmly believing that 
it will be for the betterment of amateur 
radio. 

Enclosed herewith is the roster of the 
entire membership. 

Respectfully yours, 

/s/ Hubert E. Ingalls, WINQ 

Sec. & Treas. of OOTC 

and, whereas, the action taken and 
contemplated -by the said communication, 
quoted verbatim and in full in the next 
preceding paragraph hereof, purports 
to be taken for and on behalf of the 
full membership of that certain unin- 
corporated association of old, old ama- 
teur operators, called and known as the 
Old Old Timers Club; and Whereas, 
the undersigned being a regular member 
in good standing in the said Club, hav- 
ing fully considered the nature, origin, 
procedure and connotations of the said 
above-quoted petition, is of the well 
considered, deliberate and fully inform- 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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Grandfather Clause 


(Continued from Page 7) 


we cannot show any hardship or signi- 
ficant loss of privileges, and there just 
isn’t any adequate or convincing reason. 
In a hearing our witness could be slaugh- 
tered and made to look foolish and I, 
for one, would not expose myself to this. 

2. One of my outstanding objectives 
is to foster and improve our public 
image, publicize our club favorably and 
constructively. It would be highly de- 
structive to enter a petition with little 
or no chance of success and go down to 
ignominious defeat as I feel suve we 
would. There was resistance in the FCC 
to the grandfather clause in the first 
place and it almost failed of adoption 
In its present form. 

3. If you follow my recommendation 
by voting to take no action, and our 
members do not have full information as 
to why, there will be much dissatisfac- 
tion with us, club morale will suffer 
sharply, I am afraid, and we cannot let 
this happen. I feel that this complete 
document should be read by every mem- 
ber, either in SGT or in a separate mail- 
ing. If you vote ‘‘no’’ on the petition 
I will discuss with Fred Crowell the best 
way to handle it. 

Our members are mature and reason- 
able men and I sincerely believe that, 
with all the facts, they will not only go 
along, but will have increased respect 
for the judgment and integrity of their 
leadership. If they don’t this club is 
not the astute ‘‘bestest with the most- 
est’’ organization I think it is. 

MY REPORT ON THE LETTERS 
IT RECEIVED 

When I urgently requested that the 
members write to me, pro and con, so 
I might accurately evaluate the situa- 
tion, I thought there might be stacks of 
mail. Far from it. Here is the score of 
spontaneous replies: 


For updating....... A MinwActit. tel Reena ee 14 
Against updating and in favor of prov- 
INCE APICAL ONM sec. ee oe de ee 5 


What does one make of this? If all 
of the letters which have appeared in 
SGT for updating were combined with 
the 14 I received they represent only a 
very small minority of our total mem- 


(Continued on Page 13) 
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The 
PIPELINE 


By 

Bill McKee, W1KC 
240 Moreland St. 
Worcester 

Mass. 01609 


Many members have shown a great 
deal of interest regarding the updating 
of the old Grandfather’s clause. 

Everybody has a right to his own opin- 
ion. It has always been my contention 
that the more important a person is, 
the quicker he will see both sides of 
any question. 

Many of us older members have given 
untold hours of work to build a free- 
thinking Club with plenty of heart and 
consideration for our fellow members’ 
wishes and enjoyment. To date, nobody 
has had the right to dictate all Club 
policy regarding our thinking. I sincere- 
ly hope that this does not happen now, 
or in the future. If it does, there will 
be little incentive left to further build 
an organization whose policy is going 
to be decided by less than a majority of 
the membership. 

Let’s discuss all Club policies out in 
the open, and then decide which way 
the wind is blowing, by taking a vote 
of the membership. This could easily 
be done with a mail ballot enclosed with 
our magazine. 

We have come a long way and cannot 
afford to have any backward motion at 
this, or any other time in the future. 


Harold Burhop, W4ZI/W8ZL, retired 
from the Federal Aviation Agency in 
1960, after 48 years of service with 
Uncle Sam. After retirement he secured 
a 28-foot self-contained Airstrem travel 
trailer and started playing ‘‘gypsy’’. 
He installed a KWM-2 in the new trailer 
along with a Webster bandspanner 5- 
band tuneable whip on the front end 
and started roaming. He has covered 
over 180,000 miles so far, including six 
extended caravan tours through Mexico, 
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and Central America. He has been down 
to the Panama Canal, spending four 
months in the seven Republics, south 
of the border. When not carrying on 
interesting QSOs enroute, a few of the 
highlights were inspecting the Paracutin 
Voleano in Southwest Mexico, which bur- 
ied two villages some years ago; Tikal, 
the ‘“‘lost city’’ of the Mayans in the 
El Petan jungles, and being entertained 
in the home of the President of Nicaragua, 
in Mandgua. 


* * * 


Dr. Ing. Santangeli, ILER, retired in 
1965 from Face and Standard, an ITT 
associate, as Chief Patent Engineer. He 
started with ITT in 1928 as a radio 
engineer at the Paris Standard Labs, 
collaborating with the first ship to shore 
radio phone tests. He is now busy every 
day keeping schedules with many of his 
old cronies located around the world. 
Best of everything in your retirement, 
OM, from all of us. 


* * * 


Edward Raser, W2ZI, has been ser- 
iously researching the dates on all hold- 
ers of ‘‘The Certificate of Skill in Radio 
Communications’’, which was an early 
form of radio license. He has a record 
of 25 so far, of those who were known 
to hold these old documents. He has 
verified 18 out of the list of 25, so far. 
At present, May 25, 1911, is the earliest 
one on record. If you have any informa- 
tion about any of these early certificates 
Ed would like to hear from you with 
the following information: Exact name 
on face of license, date when exam 
taken, at what Navy Yard or place, 
name of Officer or who signed the li- 
cense, and the number of the license, 
if any. There must be a lot more than 
25 of these around. 


* * : * 


Jack Gray, W8JDV, has come up with 
the needed explanation about the story 
that he referred to in a previous item 
in this column. We learn that it is an 
80 slide history of Powell Crosley, Jr., 
and the men associated with him depict- 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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BIRTH 
OF THE 
OHMMETER 


By Harry W. Dreyer, KAHEN 


About the year 1923 a very popular 
type of Broadcast receiver was the 
‘“Three-dial Neutrodyne’’. One of the 
companies making and selling these was 
located in New York City and employed 
a Chief Engineer whom we shall call 
Harry because that was his name. 

The 38 dial Neutrodynes were mostly 
alike as to circuit, two tuned RD stages, 
a detector and two transformer coupled 
audio stages using 5 type 201-A tubes 
whose 5 volt filaments were fed by a 


6 volt storage battery and a rheostat. 


reduced the 6 volts to 5. The sets of 
this story also had a panel voltmeter. 


This outfit was running a production of . 


several hundred sets a day with modern 
assembly line type of production and a 
final test position checking each unit on 
anantenna. | 

Trouble, More Trouble 


One day the final test began rejecting 
almost 50% of the production, much to 
Harry’s consternation. But the trouble 
was soon located. The audio transform- 
ers were bought in lots of 10,000 from 
a Chicago manufacturer. They were in 
pressed steel covers and the terminals 
were marked P and §S for primary and 
secondary. The latest batch of trans- 
formers had about 50% of the terminal 
markings inter-changed, resulting in 
weak audio or no audio according to 
whether one or two mis-marked trans- 
formers got into the set. 

Harry, being a ham of nearly 15 years 
experience even then, was not thrown 
by the problem. One of the 5 volt panel 
meters, a 22/2 volt ‘‘B’’ Battery anda 
pair of test prods quickly located the 
mis-marked transformers, but there were 
10,000 of them to be checked. About 4 
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intelligent girls were picked from the 
production line and equipped with the 
make-shift resistance checkers and the 
problem was solved but the story isn’t 
over. 


A New Product 


The company bought its meters from 
the Roller-Smith Instrument Co. who 
had a salesman named Charlie Kahant. 
Charlie was not the ordinary kind of 
salesman like we now have. He knew 
something about his product. On his 
next visit to Harry’s office he noted the 
unusual use of his voltmeters and he 
asked Harry if there would be any ob- 
jection if Roller-Smith made use of the 
idea. Of course, there was none. Some 
weeks later, maybe months later, there 
appeared on the market a device called 
the ‘‘Ohm-meter’’. It was a small metal 
case about the size of 2 packs of ciga- 
rets, it had a 8 inch meter calibrated 
in ohms and a pair of binding posts. 
The user to supply his own test prods. 
Inside was a 1% volt flashlight cell. 
The idea was not patentable, of course. 
That method of measuring resistance 
was well known. The Roller Smith Co. 
presented Mrs. Harry with a very hand- 
some solid silver tea service, and Harry 
got two Ohmeters for free. 


Here’s Is The Punch Lane 


But Harry got a lot more than that. 
Being still alive and in contact with the 
electronics industry, Harry has the sat- 
isfaction of being there first, and not 
having to pay any income tax on the 
profits, which are large in ways not 
financial. 

How do I know this story is true? Be- 
cause I am Harry, who else? 
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WHO’S ON FIRST? 


It was a day in August, 1921 


(OOTC member #192, Joseph Spata- 
fore, K6ER, Sacramento, Calif., relates 
a ship experience that should warm the 
cockles of many an old time wireless 
operator’s pulsating heart. A true story, 
told in Joe’s mmitable style, Spark Gap 
Times is happy to share it and iwies 
all members to go back down Memory 
Lane and re-create for publication epr- 
sodes experienced in therr early wireless 
careers. — Kd.) 

Rare, indeed, is the old time wireless 
operator who hasn’t a story to tell. 
Remembering the trials and tribulations 
of the early days, this episode stands 
out in my mind and will never be for- 
gotten. 

It was a day in August, 1921. I had 
applied for a job with the Grey and 
Danielson Manufacturing Co. of San 
Francisco after about two years of sail- 
ing out of New York and New Orleans. 

One of the partners of the company 
assigned me to the Steam Schooner Willa- 
mette. It was August 15 and the ship 
was docked at the Union Iron Works 
for repairs. With my assignment in one 
hand and my suitcase in the other I 
proudly climbed aboard and handed the 
_ skipper my papers. 

Well, he procceded to tell me in no 
uncertain terms that I was fired and 
to get off the ship. His burst of anger, 
repleat with an Old Salt’s expressive 
vocabulary, caught me by surprise and 
I left. I had never seen him or his lum- 
ber scow before in my life. 

My prompt and summary dismissal 
was reported to Mr. Grey, the partner 
in the company who gave me the assign- 
ment. Mr. Grey immediately notified the 
McCormick Steamship Company port cap- 
tain. After the notification I was advised 
to return to the ship as everything had 
been straightened out. So I went back 
and this time when I went aboard and 
handed my assignment to the skipper, 
he only grunted and said nothing. 
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A Matter of Economics 


Later, when | accosted my second 
operator, a Mr. Jones, it was explained 
to me the reason for the outburst. It 
seemed that the captain wanted Jones 
to be the first operator. Jones was a 
casualty from WWI and had a wooden 
leg, which was a war injury. He was as- 
signed to the SS Willamette as second 
operator at his request because, as second 
operator, he came under vocational train- 
ing for which he received $100 a month 
plus $85 a month as second operator. He 
told me that if he had taken the first 
post he would receive only $40 vocational 
and $105 as operator, thereby getting $40 
a month less. The skipper just couldn’t 
get this through his thick skull. 


Battery Trouble 


To continue the story, however, after 
we left port San Francisco and headed 
for Aberdeen, Wash., somewhere off — 
Point Arena we lost contact with KPH 
and everybody else. Believing we were 
in a dead spot, my partner and I waited. 
I’ll bet a lot of old timers remember 
‘‘dead spots’’ off the California coast! 
Anyhow, after several hours of blank 
reception, we started checking otr galena 
detectors, and when this failed, I then 
tore into the receiver itself. 


To my utter amazement, I found that 
the receiver was wired improperly. This 
was a new installation but was checked 
out in port only. That was only about 
10 miles from KPH. We rewired the set 
and it worked fine business from then 
on. 


When we arrived at Aberdeen tor our 
lumber cargo I took the opportunity to 
check over the entire installation. Every- 
thing checked out fine except for the stor- 
age batteries. They were low on water 
and no distilled water was aboard. It 
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took some talking to convince the skipper 
that I had to have water for the bat- 
teries, but finally he consented. I then 
went to town for a five gallon bottle. 
We used all the water and just had 
enough so that the batteries could be 
put on charge. But after fully charging 
them, it was discovered that three cells 
were dead. I just shorted them out. 

When we got back to San Francisco 
this was reported and upon request to 
the company I was able to negotiate 
the purchase of three new cells, the 
sulphuric acid and a new bottle of dis- 
tilled water. In the meantime, before 
reaching San Francisco, our ship put in 
at San Pedro and discharged the lumber 
cargo. 

Here’s The Punch Line 


Going north again from San Pedro 
the new cells were assembled and put on 
charge by the means of using several 
150 watt light bulbs in series. After a 
full charge they were installed. 

It was quite an experience and after 
making the job a success I received a 
most gratifying letter of thanks from 
the partner, Mr. Grey, on behalf of the 
company, for putting the radio equipment 
on the ship in good working order. 

P.S. Second Operator Jones and I be- 
came very good friends from the start. 
I left the ship on Dee. 8, 1921. 


Grandfather Clause 
(Continued from Page 9) 


bership. One way to handle situations 
in which such a small minority 1s involv- 
ed is to do nothing and let the matter 
die with time. But that is not my way. 
The situation should in my opinion be 
met forthrightly and settled once and 
for all. 

From the first district I received about 
70 self addressed post cards which read 
as follows. 

‘Believing that the grandfather’s 
clause of 1952, whereby amateurs who 
were licensed in 1917, or prior thereto, 
were granted the EXTRA CLASS with- 
out examination is now outdated and 
unjust. 

We, the members of the New Eng- 
land Chapter of the OOTC intend propos- 
ing to the FCC through accepted chan- 
nels that the 1952 clause be updated, 
and changed to a time span of 35 years 
from the date that the amateur received 
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his first license. We feel that this is a 
reasonable request and within the con- 
fines of the original clause. 

Please return this card as indication of 
your support of this proposal. 

Walter Rogers, W1DFS, Director 

I did not count these with the spon- 
taneous replies because they were not 
Spontaneous. They give the person no 
place to express a dissenting opinion, 
but you should know about them. A 
statistician would point out that you 
either voted the way the ecard asked 
or you didn’t vote, and that they in- 
vited the “‘‘sure, what have I got to 
lose?’’ type of response. 

I am painfully aware that a President 
sometimes has to do things that do not 
Increase nis popularity, but if he is any 
damned good at all he wiil do what he 
thinks is right for the organization he | 
serves. 

WHAT IS THE POSITION 
OF ARRL AND QCWA? 

Some of our members seem to think 
that ARRL and QCWA would join the 
OOTC in a petition. This was a part 
of my investigation. 

QCWA very recently adopted the pol- 
icy of taking no action on the grand- 
father clause. This Board meeting con- 
sidered and acted forthrightly on a re- 
quest from some of their members that 
they go to the FCC. 

ARRL has had little or no comment 
from members during the past several 
years concerning the grandfather clause 
for EXTRA. In 1952 there was rather 
violent opposition to the grandfather- 
ing on the basis that if the newly cre- 
ated EXTRA were to be really a mark 
of technical achievement it should not 
be granted purely on a seniority basis. 
No formal comment was offered by the 
League. None will be. A highly placed 
officer voiced the conviction that ‘‘any 
proposal now to amend the grandfather 
clause, such as setting a new qualifica- 
tion date perhaps 10 years later, would 
set off an uprorar of opposition on the 
basis the license was intended to be 
earned, not granted’’. 

There you have it, gentlemen. Your 
decision, please. Mark your ballot and 
send it to Frank Smith for counting and 
recording. 

President 
Ray Guy, W4AZ 
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 


USE THE NEW “YELLOW SHEETS” 


a 


At last OOTC has orgamzed action 
on the membership front. The old little 
folders with the separate preliminary 
application cards (if you could find them 
both together!) have been supplanted 
with an attractive, comprehensive, well 
designed complete information and appl- 
cation form hereafter to be known as 
“the yellow sheet’’. Following is the 
informational letter which went to the 
officers and members of the Board of 
Directors pertaining to the production, 
distribution and use of this fine new 
membership tool. Copies are available, 
as the letter states, in any quantity on 
request to T. Frank Smith, W5VA, Box 
840, Corpus Christi, Texas 78403. Each 
month more and more old timers become 
eligible for OOTC membership, and the 
number of radio amateurs whose frst 
contact and license dates back 40 years 
or more will continue to pyramid. Three 
copies of ‘‘the yellow sheet’”’ are en 
closed with this issue of Spark Gap 
Times prepared by President Ray Guy, 
W1LAZ, who also mastermunded the con- 
struction of the form: 

‘You read in the last issue of SGT 
the plan to print a new promotional 
‘yellow sheet’ for general use, but par- 
ticularly in connection with a drive to 
publicize the club and obtain new mem- 
bers of which, potentially, there are 
thousands who know little about us and 
have never been approached. 

“The print order has been completed 
and I have arranged with the Pompano 
Printing Company to send you 300 copies. 
They will go out within a week. There 
will also be three copies mailed to every 
member with his next issue of Spark 
Gap Times. 

“T golicit your participation and co- 
operation in the following manner. 

‘‘1. BKither yourself, or some other 
member you may choose to delegate, 
organize a group of members in your 
district to assist, in distributing yellow 
sheets to persons known or believed to 
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be qualified as members, in distribut- 
ing sheets to all of the local radio clubs 
in your district, to soliciting the co- 
operation of their chairmen in announc- 
ing at meetings that we are soliciting 
new members and that he has applica- 
tion blanks and descriptive material avail- 
able for those qualified and interested. 

‘9 Solicit the cooperation of clubs 
in publicizing in their club newsletters 
or bulletins facts about OOTC, the mem- 
bership drive, and the availability of 
the yellow sheet, for their additional 
information and use. 

‘8. Go through the OOTC roster and 
select one or more members in each 
town and ‘city where we have mem- 
bers, to contact in any suitable manner 
the nonmember hams or others, quali- 
fied, and about whom we could not 
otherwise know of and reach. 

‘‘A, Ask for the floor at your own 
club or clubs in your area to speak, 
describe the OOTC, and solicit qualified 
applications. 

‘5. Solicit the cooperation of radio 
magazine editors in publicizing the club, 
the membership requirements, and the 
information they need to become mem- 
bers. 

‘“6. In any other suitable manner you 
can think of, spread these yellow sheets 
around so we cover the country like 
wallpaper. 

‘“Hrank Smith has several thousand 
more copies in the club stock and they 
are available to you in any quantity 
you need. 

‘‘You will notice that there is a blank 
line on the sheet where you may write 
in the name of the person to whom 
you give a sheet, and another line where 
you can sign your own name to identify 
you, and so that when applications are 
received we may identify our solicitor, 
and credit him, in Spark Gap Times or 
with some suitable form of written ap- 
preciation. Our members are spread out 
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Che Old Old Timers Clah 


TO 


REMEMBER WHEN 22% vss icw snes” 
IF YOU DO, YOU SHOULD JOIN THE OOTC 


Oo IS A CLUB OF “WIRELESS PIONEERS” WHO BEGAN THEIR FIRST 
2-WAY COMMUNICATIONS AT LEAST 40 YEARS AGO. 


T 
C 


Life Membership (including 2 years subscription to SGT) ssi $20.00 
For more complete information see the other side of this page. 
This information and application form were submitted to you by 


PUBLISHES “SPARK GAP TIMES,” A MAGAZINE DEDICATED 
TO OLD TIMERS IN RADIO, AND THEIR INTERESTS. 


GETS THE REAL OLD TIMERS TOGETHER. 


WILL MAKE YOUR YOUTH LIVE AGAIN FOR YOU. 


NOTE — LICENSES ARE REQUIRED FOR POST - WWI BUT NOT BEFORE 


Name : Call 
Address Handle 
Zip 


Date of first 2-way communication 


Nature of contact Amateur Commercial 


Military Other 


Call letters originally used, if amateur 


Class of current license Issue date 


Date of first license Call letters 


Enclosed is my payment of $20 for life membership and two years subscription 
to Spark Gap Times. 


Date my deeit cla Cewtaletbas oe 
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INFORMATION FOR YOU ABOUT THE OLD, OLD TIMERS CLUB 


In 1947, WINO, WIANA and WIZE, all wireless pioneers prior to 1910, had the idea and were joined 
by 13 others, all also rich in commercial and amateur experience, in forming the OLD, OLD TIMERS 
CLUB. In the first 20 years the membership has grown to over 1,000 throughout the United States 
and in foreign countries. The Club is a non-profit Rhode Island corporation. In each of the 10 FCC 
districts members elect their own directors who represent them on the Board of Directors to provide 
ideal geographical representation in policy making and management functions. 


GRADES OF MEMBERSHIP 


Any person who communicated by radio 40 or more years ago over a radio station owned or controlled 
by him and is currently licensed is qualified for regular Life Membership. It is not necessary that 
licensing or experience be continuous during the intervening years. A person not currently licensed but 
meeting the 40 year requirement is qualified for Associate Life Membership. If the specified first com- 
munication took place prior to WW41, Charter Membership is conferred automatically. Honorary 
Membership is conferred upon special occasions by executive action. 


PUBLICATIONS, ETC. 


The OOTC publishes, bi-monthly, SPARK GAP TIMES, a professional quality letterpress magazine sup- 
ported by a subscription charge of $3.00 per year. At reasonable intervals the Club prints and distrib- 
utes a membership roster. Also, at reasonable intervals the Club distributes a Blue Book containing a 
photograph and biography of each member. This is supported by a reasonable charge when published. 
These are highly prized publications. Frequently through them, cherished old friendships are renewed 
and new ones made. And, often, members read of early experiences of others in which, previously un- 
known to each other, they were participants. Through these pages you relive exciting times, the satis- 
fying roar of rotary gaps, the pungent smell of ozone, the experiences and lore of radio when it and we 
were young. 3 


LOCAL CHAPTERS 


The OOTC encourages the formation and operation of local chapters and many are now functioning, 
with others being planned, not only in the United States, but also in foreign countries. Upon suitable 
occasions, our chapters cooperate with other clubs or societies in affairs or efforts in which there is a 
common interest. There may be a chapter in your area and if not, through the roster of members, those 
residing in your area may be identified toward the end of forming a chapter. 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICANTS 


Provide the information for which space is provided on the other side of this page, with supplementary 
information about your experience 40 or more years ago if you had not been licensed (military, or nature 
of unlicensed communication ). 


Attach a check in the amount of $20. Of this $15 will be for life membership and $5 for two years of 
SPARK GAP TIMES. 


For use in the BLUE BOOK send, now or later, a 2x2” photograph and 150 word biography. PLEASE 
LIMIT THE BIOGRAPHY to 150 WORDS. 


Return ‘this form, complete, to the person who provided it, or mail it to 


T. FRANK SMITH, P. O. BOX 840, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78403 
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Member 
Profile: 


GEN. HOLLINGSWORTH FRANKLIN 


GREGORY, W5KW 


H. Franklin Gregory, W5KW, Briga- 
dier General USAF (Ret), born January 
18, 1906, in Rockwell, Texas, is the son 
of the late Reverend Louis Franklin Greg- 
ory (Baptist Minister) and Glennie (Hol- 
lingsworth) of Shelby, Mississippi, mar- 
ried to Sarah Elizabeth Kohr, daughter 
of the late Donald A. Kohr (Industrialist) 
and Elizabeth (Raine) of Dayton, Ohio. 


He holds a B.A. Degree (1926) from 
Mississippi College (Physics, Mathemat- 
ics and English). He is a graduate of the 
Air Corps Primary and Advanced Flying 
Schools (rated Command Pilot and Com- 
bat Observer), The Air Corps Technical 
School (Engineering), The Armed Forces 
Staff College (operational and logistical 
planning), The Industrial College of the 
Armed Forces (natural resources, finance 
and economic mobilization), and The Stra- 
tegic Intelligence School (resources and 
economics for foreign nations). 


He has completed over 30 years of 
active military service, advancing 
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through the ranks to Brigadier General 
USAF (1954). He was placed on the Re- 
tired List of the United States Air Force 
on October 31, 1958. He conducted the 
evaluation tests, with the basic arms of 
the Army on the Autogiro. He organized 
and operated the first Air Corps Rotary 
Wing School (flying and technical). He 
spent several years as a member of the 
Technical Staff of the Engineering Di- 
vision of the Material Command in Charge 
of Training, Transport and Special Air- 
craft Development Projects. During 
World War II, at different times, he held 
positions of Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Intelligence, Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Material, and Assistant Chief of Staff 
for Operations of the 7th Air Force in 
the Pacific Ocean Area (Saipan, Okinawa 
and Hawaii). He is former Chief of 
Reconnaissance, Requirements Director- 
ate, Deputy Chief of Staff for Opera- 
tions, Headquarters, USAF, Air Force 
Secretary of the Committee on Aero- 
nautics of the Research and Develop- 
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ment Board, Department of Defense. 
He was military assistant to the late 
Dr. Theodore Von Karman as Chief 
Scientific Advisor to the Arnold Engi- 
neering Development Center at Tulla- 
homa, Tennessee. He is former Air At- 
tache to France. He commanded the 
Air Force Office of Scientific Research. 

He is the military man directly re- 
sponsible for the successful development 
of the helicopter and was the first man 
to make helicopter landings on small 
platforms on merchant ships in harbor, 
sheltered waters and open seas. In 1942 
he exceeded all world records for heli- 
copters. He developed, with Dr. Court- 
land Perkins, and towed the first pilot- 
less glider in tow. He contributed to the 
prestige of the United States in the 
Community of Nations by courage in 
decisions to support advanced research 
and development projects, such as Pro- 
ject ‘‘Farside’’ (deemed by some noted 
scientists as ‘‘Farsight’’), a scientific 
exploratory probe into space, one earth 
radius, prior to the flying of the Rus- 
sian Sputnik. 

He is a recipient of the Institute of 
Aeronautical Sciences’ Thurman H. Bane 
award for the most outstanding contri- 
bution to military and commercial de- 
velopment of the helicopter. He has been 
awarded the Legion of Merit with palm, 
the Air Medal, the Bronze Star andthe 
Commendation Medal. He is aa officer of 
the French Legion of Honor and holds 
the French Medal of Aeronautics. 

He is a member of the Honorary Ad- 
visory Council, Air Force Museum Foun- 
dation, Dayton, Ohio; the Honorary 
Board, the Freedom Documents Foun- 
dations, Beverly Hills, California; the 
Board of Directors of the Braille Tech- 
nical press, New York, New York; the 
Editorial Advisory Board of the Amer- 
ican Division of the Commonwealth and 
International Library of Science, Tech- 
nology, Engineering and Liberal Stud- 
ies; and President of Mid-Continent Post, 
American Ordinance Association. He is 
a member of the Board of Trustees of 
the National Small Business Administra- 
tion, Washington, D.C. 

He is Chairman of the Board and 
President of CCC, INC., Tulsa, Okla- 
homa; owner and operator of How Fox 
George Enterprises, Tulsa; Owner of 
Gregory Rice Farms, Shelby, Mississippi; 
and owner of Hollingsworth Gregory 
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Landing Strip, Shelby, Mississippi. He 
is a Director of the City National Bank 
of Tulsa; Vice President and member of 
the Executive Board of the Indian Na- 
tions Council, Boy Scouts of America; 
and a Director of the Tulsa Chapter, 
Americans for Constitutional Action. He 
is a member of the First Baptist Church 
of Tulsa. He is former Chairman of the 
Board of Guaranty National Bank, Tul- 
sa; Assistant to the Chairman of the 
Board of The Telex Corporation, Tulsa; 
Director of Lee National Life Insurance 
Company of Shreveport, Louisiana; and 
Vice President and Director of Midwes- 
tern Instruments of Tulsa. 

He is listed in Who’s Who in Amereca, 
American Men of Science, Who’s Who 
in Commerce and Industry, Who’s Who 
in the Southwest and Leaders in Amer 
can Science. He is the author of the 
book Anything A Horse Can Do — The 
Story of the Helicopter. He has conduct- 
ed symposia in Astronautics and was one 
of the editors of Vistas in Astronautics. 
He has contributed numerous articles to 
technical and popular magazines. 

He is a member of the Automobile 
Club of France, a famed men’s social 
and athletic club on Place de la Con-. 
corde, Paris, and of the Aero Club of 
France. He is an Honorary Fellow of 
the American Helicopter Society and 
an Associate Fellow of the American 
Institute of Aeronautics and Astro- 
nautics. He is a member of the Tulsa 
Chamber of Commerce, The Air Force 
Association, the Air Force Academy Ath- 
letic Association, the National Aeronautic 
Association, and the OX 5 Club of Amer- 
ica. He is a Mason, Thirty-Second De- 
gree, and a Shriner. He is an active 


radio amateur of more than forty years, 


with the call letters W5KW, a member 
of the Quarter Century Wireless Asso- 
ciation, the Old Old Timers Club, the 
American Radio Relay League and the 
Tulsa Amateur Radio Club. ‘ 

He has one daughter, Glennie Eliza- 
beth, a senior at Oklahoma State Uni- 
versity where she is a student of radio 
and television; and one son, H. Franklin 
Gregory, Jr., an Eagle Scout, a licensed 
airplane’ pilot and a sophomore in Aero- 
space Engineering at Oklahoma State 
University. The home address is 3108 
East 58th Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 74105. 

Frank Gregory, OOTC is proud of you. 
Spark Gap Times salutes you! 
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The Pipeline 
(Continued from Page 10) 


ing the progress of the Crosley Com- 
pany and broadcast station WLW, from 
1921 until 1961, when Crosley died. Jack 
has now produced two other slide shows, 
“‘Sideband Back to Wideband’’, and ‘‘The 
Grebe Story’’. We have all been invited 
to visit Jack when near his QTH to see 
his museum and slide shows, which we 
understand are very good. Thanks OM, 
as I know that some of the gang are 
going to take you up on this invitation. 
We will be looking for more good re- 
ports when some of the group write in, 
after seeing the slides. 


* OK * 


Capt. R. W. Orell, W8DF. reports 
that he has been off the air for years. 
He is now out of the Navy Reserve as 
a former Captain. He is deeply engaged 
in private publishing of Our Country, 
which is a patriotic endeavor that has 
interested him for many years. The 
picture of old 8DF would be appreciated, 
so send it along. How about getting 
back on the air? 


* * * 


Clifton Nichols, W6FZC, got himself 
involved again and is off on another 
trip to Viet Nam as radio officer of 
the SS Margarett Brown, ‘‘KIWT’’. 
When writing his letter to us he was 
on his way about in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean. The rig on board is an 
RCA of the 1945 vintage which he says 
gets out well, usually working the coast 
of U.S. on the 16 mc. This is apparently 
what Clif does for recreation at the age 
of 74. Good luck, OM. 


* * * 


Mstonan Edison P. Lohr, Cape Cod 
National Seashore, South Wellfleet, 
Mass., announces that he has just com- 
pleted a 9-page technical history of Mar- 
coni’s South Wellfleet Wireless Station. 
The mimeographed text will be avail- 
able free to all who write for it, about 
June 1st. Mr. Lohr wishes to acknowl- 
edge the assistance of Mr. Fred Par- 
sons of W2EXM for some of the tech- 
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nical material and Jim Wilson who is 
one of the few living Marconi Ex-opera- 
tors. Another booklet covering Mar- 
con’s activities on Cape Cod will be 
available later this year. 


* * * 


John North, W2HP, remembers his 
radio career which started in 1912 listen- 
ing to NAA, POZ, and WSL on a home- 
made receiver. After being well bitten 
by the bug he went out and purchased 
a Ford spark coil, then a Thordarson 
1KW outfit. This seems to prove that 
he wasted little time getting into the 
big league. John still has a few pieces 
of antique equipment left along with 
some old wireless catalogues of 1912 
vintage. Later, he attended Marconi In- 
stitute and had code practice every now 
and then by General Sarnoff, who was 
the manager of the school at that time. 

Jack is on 80 and 40 meters with SSB 
these days. After 35 years at the old 
QTH, he is moving to 241 Academy 
Street, Bayport, Long Island, where 
he plans to have the ideal ham layout 
with some new equipment. He would 
like to purchase any old copies of Spark 
aa Times. Good luck at the new QTH, 

M. 


* * * 


Bert Wick, KO SOE, tells us that while 
operating portable recently he made 
contact with W@BIH who he had not 
worked since 1921 when they were both 
operating their first tube transmitters. 
Seems that prior to 1921 they both lived 
in the same town and worked each other 
via the spark gap route. (See front 
cover picture.) 


* * * 


Earle Wohler, W6FS, reports that he 
enjoys our little publication as it gives 
him a chance to keep in touch with his 
old time friends, both amateur and com- 
mercial. 1967 was a good year for Earl, 
as he received several 50 year awards, 
certificates, and his Extra Class license. 
A trip overseas on the ‘‘Queen Eliza- 
beth’’ was perhaps the highlight of it 
all. He is one of the many who hates 
to see those ‘‘Queens’’ depart from the 
high seas. I think there are many of us 
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The Pipeline 
old timers who feel the same way, OM. 


* * * 


Bart Crosby, W9MC, just got back 
from his Florida shack after rubbing nos- 
es with several members of The Gold- 
coasters at the Captain’s Table located 
at Deerfield Beach, Florida. He is look- 
ing forward to more OOTC QSO parties 
which he assumes will be announced 
soon. It is interesting to note that we 
have never had a member report that 
he didn’t have a good time with The 
Goldcoasters, when in Florida. 


* * * 


Tony Roncalli, W1APL, due to his 
doctor’s orders, cannot be on the air 
until a later date this year. He has a 
brand new Swan 500-¢ which he is very 
proud of, but cannot use. We sure hope 
that you have a speedy recovery from 
that ticker trouble, OM. We are all 
pulling for you and may you be able to 
join us over the air very soon. 


+ * * 


Wiliam DiNucci, WA1BOS, started 
his radio career in 1916 when he was 
taken aboard a Navy ship in Boston 
Harbor. When the noises of the radio 
shack met his ears, and when he saw 
those beautiful bluish sparks dancing 
around the rotary gap he was hooked, 
and has been ever since. After the usual 
period of code learning, then trying his 
hand at a small spark rig using the 
eall of 1DN, which he says was self 
assigned, he decided to take up radio 
as a career. He graduated from the 
Boston Radio School, then joined the 
Navy in WWII with a job of pounding 
brass until his discharge in 1945. Bill 
reminds us for what it is worth — never 
throw away any old ham gear — as 
you will regret it as long as you live. 
He made this mistake once when mov- 
ing. He can be found on 6 meters these 
days. 


* * * 


Charles Gosch, WQ BUL, has the fol- 
lowing ARRL appointments, Section 
Emergency Coordinator, Official Bulle- 
tin Station, Official Phone Station, Phone 
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Activities Manager for Missouri Emer- 
gency Net. The emergency net is on 
3855 ke, 2830Z in the winter and 2230Z 
on the summer. He has also been elected 
President of Tri-State ARC, Joplin, Mis- 
souri, for 1968. Congratulations, OM, 
it sure looks like they intend to keep you 
busy. 


Ex-Commissioner Now 
Equipment Manufacturer 


One of OOTC’s new members, who is 
now very much a business executive 1s 
Stan Byquist, K8VRM, Vaughnsville, 
Ohio, OOTC # 925. He is also a new 
subscriber to Spark Gap Times. He is 
now in the radio equipment manufactur- 
ing biz. Makes 25-40me amplifier, also 
one for 6 meters and a pro-typed one 
for 2 meters. In addition puts out a 
mini beam for limited space travel use. 
Sounds great Stan, we’ve got to get us 
one of those for sure! 

Stan retired in Dec. of 1965 as Chief, 
Field Engineering Bureau, FCC. This 
Bureau is the largest within the frame- 
work of the Commission and its tradition 
goes back to 1911. It consists of three 


‘headquarters divisions and controls the 


2A District Offices and their sub offices; 
18 monitoring stations, the investigative 
units, the TV mobile measuring units, 
marine offices, and analysis cars. Boy, 
what a complex setup. 


a 


SILENT KEYS 


W8ABS, Belford C. Angle, Con- 
neaut, Ohio 

W2GC, Albert E. Sonn, Pine Brook, 
New Jersey 

W4AW, Theodore A. Sprink, Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida 


SPARK GAP TIMES 


The 
Editor 


441 Live Oak Drive 
Mill Valley, Calif. 94941 


Dear OM: 
I have been trying to locate issues 
Toe etree ic and 19 (Aug, Oct:; Dec., 


19638, 
Times. 

If you have these issues on hand, 
could some arrangement be made for 
me to see them? If not, could you put 
me in touch with some member who 
might possibly have them and would 
be willing to lend them to me? It would 
be for my own information only. These 
are the issues containing ‘‘The R.I.D. 
Story.’ 

I would be willing to take out insur- 
ance or post a cash bond to insure their 
safety. 


and Feb., 1964) of Spark Gap 
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Joseph Kotzum : 


(Can someone please come to Joe’s 
rescue? We can’t.) 


Cumberland, England 
Dear OM: 

I am quite overwhelmed by your pre- 
face to my ‘‘autobiography’’ inthe April- 
May Spark Gap Times! I hope the read- 
ers do not think the photo of station 
G6YL (“‘bucket of bolts’’!) is her present 
rig. Hi! That photo was taken in 1927. 
The old Split Hartley TX, with its then 
very popular LS5 valve is on the right 
of the table. 

I am glad to have the new roster. 
The date G6YL was licensed is not list- 
ed. It was 1927, as you mentioned in 
your preface. An obvious error at the 
foot of P.8 states that I had my first 
ae in 1937. It was, of course, 1927. 

1. 

or 
Barbara Dunn, G6YL 


(We are sure nobody thought the rg 
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was made yesterday, Barbara. Sorry 
about the date and will put 1927 in next 
roster. Our motto, you know, ts that old 
famous Roman saying: ‘“‘I came. I saw. 
Igoofed! — Ed.) 


Greenwich, Conn. 
Dear OM: 

Received the April-May SGT today 
and must say it is getting more interest- 
ing and polished with every issue. Would 
like to have seen a more complete list 
of the OOTC QSO Party participants, 
with their respective scores. I think many 
of us would like to have seen where we 
stood in this very fine event. Hope it 
is repeated next year. 

13, 
Ted Banta, KIBD 

(We’d like to know where we stood, 
too, Ted. Next time we will run the 
entire list just luke they do in reporting 
the pro golf tournaments! Actually we 
didn’t get wt, probably only because we 
didn’t ask for wt. No chapter has as yet 
volunteered to handle the next QSO 
party although now is the time to start 
planning. Guess the President will have 
to twist some chapter’s arms. Hi.—Ed.) 


Membership Drive 
(Continued from Page 14) 


geographically so much that it is not 
possible to get to know each other in- 
timately, to know of those who would 
be willing and enthusiastic workers if 
given the opportunity, and who would be 
outstanding persons for future directors 
and officers of the club. Their efforts 
in this drive give them an opportunity 
to stand up and be counted. 

‘‘Currently, we are not receiving many 
new applications. The results of our 
drive can be evaluated easily by count- 
ing the applications made by the use 
of the new yellow sheet, the number 
received from each district, and the 
number brought in by the individuals 
who sign the yellow sheets in the place 
provided. 

‘“T will be happy to receive your 
comments and criticism, and suggestions. 

fo 
Ray Guy, W4AZ 
President 
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—ditorial Comment ... 


by Fred C. Crowell, Jr. 


We Take Our Stand 


The Old Old Timers Club, by majority 
vote of its Board of Directors, has re- 
jected any involvement in connection 
with a petition to the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission requesting an up- 
dating of the Grandfather’s Clause in 
connection with the newly adopted regu- 
lations affecting the Amateur service. 
All arguments to the contrary — and 
there are, of course, some compelling 
ones! — have been overridden by the 
Board, and, we now believe (though 
reluctantly!) properly so. 

Of all the organizations within the 
framework of Amateur Radio, the OOTC 
— the one organization having the estab- 
lished posture of pioneering expertise 
— should be the most reticent in asking 
for a frequency allocation concession 
by Government. Operating an amateur 
radio station is a prvilege, not a God- 
given right. Sometimes we are prone to 
forget this. It is much like driving an 
automobile on the public streets and 
highways. ; 

We know how a lot of the members 
feel, and a lot of the older non-members 
of OOTC, too. We feel the same way, 
personaliy. We will probably never even 
attempt to study for the Extra Class. 
We sure haven’t time now, can’t see 
when we would have time, and we aren’t 
at all sure we have the talent anyhow, 
never having been actively engaged in 
radio or electronics as a profession. But 
the fact remains that the prestige, the 
reputation and the influence of OOTC 
would be substantially downgraded if the 
organization would attempt to spearhead 
an appeal at an FCC hearing on the 
subject — and, furthermore, it is now 
rather obvious to usthat such effort, even 
if made, would fall of its own weight. 

Every effort is being made by your 
officers to fully acquaint all members at 
large with the detailed thinking of the 
Club’s Administration, and the reasons 
behind the recommendations presented to 
the Board and adopted by a majority. 
The full letter to the Board on the sub- 
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ject begins on Page 5 of this issue of 
Spark Gap Times. Bill McKee, W1KC, 
leads off his column, The Pipeline, with 
his personal views. Bill’s main points 
are answered in President Ray Guy’s 
President’s Message and in the letter 
to the Board covering the subject in a 
comprehensive manner. 

So, we hope all members will accept 
the decision of the Officers and Board 
of Directors with good grace. After all 
they were elected by the membership 
for the sole purpose of making decisions 
of this nature. 

Having spoken (we hope!) our final 
piece on the subject as far as your 
editor is concerned the issue is closed. 


The Membership Drive 


Actually it really isn’t a “‘member- 
ship drive’’ within the definition of a 
‘“‘campaign’’. Rather it is the beginning 
of what your officers all hope will bea 
continuous effort. The need for a new 
membership tool has been apparent for 
some time, although we confess that the 
little folder which has been in use now 
for some time has a real ‘‘homey’”’ touch, 
particularly because of the unique and 
laughable illustrations. However, it has 
been inadequate and the separate pre- 
liminary application cards have made 
the whole process inefficient and cum- 
bersome. 

Therefore, one of President Ray Guy’s 
first projects was the design, production 
and distribution of a new membership 
tool. This has been done and the new 
form is known as ‘‘the yellow sheet’’. 
Three copies are enclosed for your use 
with this issue of Spark Gap Times. 
The details of the form and its intended 
use are spelled out in a letter sent to 
the Board of Directors which appears 
on Page 14 of this issue. The form it- 
self, reduced from its 8/2 x 11 sie, 
appears on Pages 15 and 16. 

Additional copies are available in any 
quantity on request from Vice President 
and Secretary Treasurer T. Frank Smith, 
W5VA, Box &40, Corpus Christi, Texas 
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78403. 

Put these forms to work. More active 
radio amateurs are becoming eligible for 
membership every month. When we are 
on the air during every QSO we inquire 
as to how long the operator with whom 
we are in contact has been licensed. 
It is an easy thing to do and it is sur- 
prising how many are old timers and, 
furthermore, how many are in no way 
familiar with the existence of the Old 
Old Timers Club. 

The day when the OOTC was a small 
handful of pioneers, all of whom knew 
each other intimately, is past. The Club 
is growing and its growth will continue 
to accelerate. While some of the old 
fraternal spirit may vanish as a result, 
we believe the benefits of expansion are 
many and varied. So, fellows, we’ve 


given you the spade. Now go out there 
and start digging! 


An SOS From Ed Raser 


In Bill McKee’s Pipeline you will find 
an item about Ed Raser’s research in 
connection with the early issuance of 
licenses known as ‘‘The Certificate of 
Skill in Radio Communication.”’ Willany- 
one reading this who has ever held this 
license, or knows anyone who has held 
this early day license please write to 
Ed Raser, W2ZI, OOTC District Two 
Director, 19 Blackwood Drive, Trenton, 
N. J. 08628. Ed will thank you. We will 
thank you. Everyone will thank you. And 
when Ed has completed his search com- 
plete results will be published in Spark 
Gap Times. Nuff sed? 


a a 


Debacle of ‘53 
(Continued from Page 9) 


ed opinion that the said petition in its 


entirety is irregular, untimely and not 


too well considered as to form, content 
and purpose; and, Whereas, other simi- 
lar petitions of even tenor of this my 
own request have been attached hereto 
and the same are hereby made a part 
hereof; and, Now Therefore, I, the un- 
dersigned, regular member in good stand- 
ing of the said Old Old Timers Club, 
as aforesaid, hereby request and move 
Your Honorable Commission, because of 
the premises, to withdraw from the force 
of the said petition, if any there be, 
any influence of my own membership 
or voting power which may have bear- 
ing on the procedure and the merits of 
the said petition; and I, the said under- 
signed member, further respectfully move 
‘Your Honorable Commission (a) to give 
the said Petitioner, the said Hubert E. 
Ingalls, in his personal and representa- 
tive capacity, leave to withdraw the said 
petition; (b) to take no action on the 
petition; (c) to dismiss the said petition 
because the same is irregular, untimely 
and not too well considered. 
Very respectfully submitted 
Member, Old Old Timers Club 
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A letter from W1BCR accompanied the 
above petition but we will not usurp 
valuable space in Spark Gap Times to 
reproduce it here. Suffice to say, he 
was only the scapegoat, used by the 
three Conspirators, who did their best 
to strangle the little infant child OOTC 


15 years ago. Hither that or they had 


ambitions to take over the leadership 
of the OOTC themselves. HI-DE-HO! 

It was pathetic that W1TN did not ac- . 
quaint the incoming administration of | 
1954 with the facts concerning the non- 
execution of the OOTC incorporation 
papers. President O. Watson Greene, 
WICPI, of Wakefield, Rhode Island, 
would have been delighted to sign the 
papers, as the Club took giant forward 
strides under the able guidance and 
direction of Skipper Greene. 

It was also extremely ironical that the 
two principal Club officers, or incor- 
porators to be, who had misgivings at 
that infamous Providence meeting back 
in December of 1953, and refused to 
sion the OOTC incorporation papers (as 
stated on page 4 in last August SGT) 
were not officers of the Club after all. 
Roland Bourne, W1ANA, had resigned 
as Vice President of the Club on Jan- 
uary 23, 1953 and Irving Vermilya, W1ZE, 
had resigned as President of the OOTC 
on the following day, January 24, 1953. 
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Amateurs punch through the QRM on 20 meters 
with Mosley’s A-203-C, an optimum spaced 
20 meter antenna designed for full power. 
The outstanding, maximum gain performance 
excells most four to six element arrays. This 
clean-line rugged beam incorporates a Spe- 
cial type of element design that 
virtually eliminates element 

flutter and boom vibration. Wide 
spaced; gamma matched for 52 ohm 
line with a boom length of 24 feet and 
elements of 37 feet. Turning radius is 22 feet. 
Assembled weight — 40 Ibs. 


A-310-C for 10 meters 

A-315eC for 15 meters el 

Full sized, full power, full spaced 3-element 
arrays. 100% rustproof all stainless steel 


hardware; low SWR over entire bandwidth; 
Max. Gain; Gamma matched for 52 ohm line. 


S-402 for 40 meters 
Top signal and unexcelled forward gain - 
a 2-element optimum spaced beam. 100% 
weatherproof. Low SWR. Heavy duty con- 
struction. Link coupling results in excellent 
match over full bandwidth. 
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